Newsletter

To Parents and Stu-
dents:

On behalf of the staff
at EIm Street School, |
extend a warm wel-
come to all students
and families. | hope
that all students will
find our school a
warm and friendly
place in which to learn
social participation,
achieve academically,
develop positive char-
acter traits and enjoy
extra-curricular activi-
ties. With the belief
that “It takes a whole
community to raise a
child”, our school is
trying to develop the
essential components
of a community
school: the learning
program, parent and
community involve-
ment, integrated ser-
vices and community
development.

Elm Street School is a
school we can be
proud of, but it takes
teamwork and effort
by everyone in order

to maintain standards
of excellence. Co-
operation of staff, stu-
dents and community
is essential if our
school is to realize its
full potential. We ask
that all students and
parents become an
integral part of the
school.

Elm Street School will
be 100 years old in
2011. Please contact
the school if you
would like to be on a
committee to organize
a celebration of this.

We welcome Ms. M.
Robinson to our staff
this year. Ms. Robin-
son will teach Grade
3.

Until next time,
Lionel Brideson
Principal

September, 2010
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Parents/Guardians;

As my third year as Peace Coordinator at Elm Street is
beginning, I am excited to share with everyone some plans
for the 2010/2011 school year. I will be running a
"Boomerang Club" where students will learn cooperative
games to teach to other students outside. As well, my Girls
Circle groups will be continuing. Along with guest speak-
ers and special events I am very excited for this school
year. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel
free to contact me at candace.koch@meman.ca or at the
school 403-526-3528.
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September, 2010

Dear Parents:
Re: Fair Notice

The safety of our children is a top priority for all of us. We, as a school system, have been involved in inten-
sive safety training with our community partners — the City of Medicine Hat Police Service, Southeast Al-
berta Child & Family Services and Palliser Health Region Mental Health Consultants. The District has de-
veloped a plan for responding to all situations in which students may be posing a threat to themselves or oth-
ers.

This letter is to inform you that we, as a school system, now have a policy that requires principals (as part of
a trained team of professionals) to complete a “threat assessment” in all cases of students making significant
threats to harm themselves or others. The purpose of the assessment is to determine how best to support high
risk students so that their behavior does not become hurtful or destructive. If your child tells you that a stu-
dent has behaved in a threatening way at school, please confirm the information with your principal and be
assured that your principal will be taking measures to deal with the situation in a positive and proactive man-
ner. If your principal invites you to a meeting to discuss safety concerns about your own child, please con-
tact the school administrators and be assured that the principal is acting in the best interest of your child and
all students in the school. Our ultimate goal is safety.

This letter is intended to serve our community with fair notice that we, as a school community, will not ac-
cept “no response’ to a threat in our schools. Our goal is to respond to all threats in a professional manner
that provides for a safe and caring learning environment.

We are proud to be able to provide this level of support to our school communities and fortunate to have our
community partners assisting us with this initiative. If there are any questions please feel free to call your
school principal or myself at 528-6701.

Sincerely,

B

Dr. Grant Henderson
Superintendent of Schools
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Edited from: Threat Assessment Training Guide — 2™ Edition
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September 1, 2010
Dear Parents and Guardians;

Students in grades two to eight, in the Medicine Hat School District will write Canadian
Achievement Tests (CAT-4). The CAT-4 is a testing system that assesses the essen-
tial learning outcomes of the following basic skill areas: reading, language, spelling,
and mathematics. From these tests, teachers garner valuable information regarding
individual student strengths and challenges.

Students in the district will be writing the CAT-4 tests between September 13 and 17,
2010. It is particularly important that students have regular attendance during this
week. If your child must be absent, it may be possible for them to write the test an-
other time. Otherwise, they will be scored on the portion of the test completed.

Individual student and class reports will be provided to the schools to assist teachers
with program planning and program provision. At the schools’ parent-teacher inter-
views, a parent report will be available for parents to take home so that you have in-
formation on the performance of your child.

Further information may be obtained on the parent section of the Canadian Test Cen-
tre website - www.canadiantestcentre.com or by contacting your school principal.

Sincerely,
Sherrill Fedor

Associate Superintendent
Student Services
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